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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

706•400•2988

Complete hands-on experience with 
horses and riding. *See website for 
discount details.  Advance reservations 
required. 

April 3-7 
April 10-14 

Horse Camp 
Spring Break at Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

Get up to $50 off*

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

b u r g e r s  &  s o u t h e r n  e a t s

‘

Winter Hours:  
Monday - Saturday 11AM-9PM 

Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from 

the Square, across from City Hall

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults 

Let us service your hearing devices 
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia

63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Impact Design, Inc.
Owner, LuAnn Head

307C Cleveland Street • Blairsville, GA 30512
706-400-5674

Laser Engraving • Custom Apparel • Promotional Products
Website: impactdesigninc.co

305 Murphy Highway, Suite 1
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-7272

We now have a small business 
center in your local at&t store. 

Come in and see Shannon Richards!
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Carroll...continued from Page 1A
said.

The chief returned home 
over the weekend, and a family 
member told the North Georgia 
News that he was doing well.

Well wishes and calls for 
prayer flooded Chief Carroll’s 
Facebook page once people 
started hearing about his trip to 
the hospital on Wednesday. 

And if Facebook is any 
indication, the chief is doing 
just fine, as he has been sharing 

funny picture posts since the 
morning after he was admitted 
to Piedmont.

Before entering law 
enforcement, Carroll owned 
both a printing business and a 
manufacturing business. 

He and his son, Shannon 
Carroll, paid their own way 
through police academy, and 
became the only father and 
son duo in the state to have 
attended and graduated police 

academy together.
The two worked side 

by side in the Union County 
Sheriff’s Office for a while, 
and Johnny later became 
Blairsville Police Chief, a 
position he has held for nearly 
two decades.

Shannon is currently a 
trooper with the Georgia State 
Patrol Executive Protection 
Unit.

Extension program, lending 
a helping hand by way of 
community service projects 
and area beautification. 

Fast forward a short 
seven years and the program has 
grown exponentially, reaching 
an astounding membership of 
more than 40 volunteers whose 
work and community efforts 
encompass both Towns and 
Union County. 

The Georgia Master 
Gardeners  program was 
established in 1979 through the 
UGA Cooperative Extension 
program as a way to train 
volunteers to aid in the outreach 
of the county extension agents. 
However, the foundation for 
the program began more than 
100 years ago in 1914 when the 
Smith-Lever Act was passed. 

Under this piece of 
legislation, the Cooperative 
Extension Service was born 
to serve as a link between the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture and land grant 
colleges, allowing for simple 
accessibility of information 
on agriculture and home 
economics. 

Now, Master Gardener 
programs have spread across 
the United States, United 
Kingdom, Australia and around 
the world. 

Gardeners...continued from Page 1A

In line with the state of 
Georgia’s celebration of this 
indispensable program, Union 
County Sole Commissioner 
Lamar  Par is  re leased  a 
proclamation declaring March 
18, 2017, as Master Gardeners 
Appreciation Day in Union 
County to honor the dozens 
of volunteers who diligently 
work to help the area reach its 
full potential. 

 “It’s really nice to 
get the recognition by the 
commissioner for the work that 
we do around the county,” said 
Dan Greenfield, Towns-Union 
Master Gardener Association 
President. “It’s very much 
appreciated. We have projects 
at Meeks Park and all around 
the two counties and that’s 
really what our work is all 
about, just giving back to the 
communities.” 

As of this year, the 
Towns-Union Master Gardener 
Association is ranked 10th in 
the state for highest volume of 
volunteer hours. 

The proclamation issued 
by Commissioner Paris reads 
as follows: 

“ W h e r e a s ,  t h e 
Master Gardener Program 
is a volunteer horticultural 
educational training program 
sponsored nationwide by 

the Cooperative Extension 
of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the counties 
of the cooperating states, 
including The University of 
Georgia College of Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences; 
and 

“Whereas, the Georgia 
Master Gardener Program 
provides avid gardeners 
with intensive education in 
research-based horticultural 
principals and pest control 
practices; and 

“Whereas, new Master 
Gardeners must provide at 
least 50 hours of community 
volunteer service through their 
County Extension Offices, 
work ing  on  communi ty 
and school garden projects, 
conducting garden clinics and 
answering questions; and 

“Whereas, Union County 
and Towns County Master 
Gardeners in 2016 volunteered 
5,553 hours representing a 
savings of $128,290 to these 
counties if their work were to 
be performed by paid staff; 
and

“Whereas, on Saturday, 
March 18, 2017, Master 
Gardeners throughout Georgia 
and Union County  wi l l 
celebrate Master Gardener 
Day by providing horticultural 
education, phone hotlines, 
demonstration gardens and 
other outreach programs; and 

“Whereas, in the spirit 
of  volunteerism, Master 
Gardeners have provided 
and continue to provide 
valuable services to Georgia 
communities through education 
and training programs. 

“Now, therefore, be it 
resolved that I, Lamar Paris, 
Commissioner  of  Union 
County, hereby proclaim, 
Saturday, March 18, 2017 as 
‘Master Gardener Appreciation 
Day’ in said county and 
express to them the gratitude 
and admiration of the people 
of Union County.” 

T h e  g r o u p  h o l d s 
regularly scheduled meetings 
on the second Thursday of 
every month at Sharp United 
Methodist Church in Young 
Harris at 4:30 p.m.”

For more information, 
visit www.perennialpals.com. 

Gowder...continued from Page 1A
trafficking in opium or heroin, 
and five counts of obtaining 
a controlled substance by 
forgery, according to Cherokee 
County, NC, Sheriff Derrick 
Palmer at that time.

Previously, Gowder and 
Dr. Heaton received 2016 
continuances in their North 
Carolina cases from March 28 
to April 4, then from April 4 
to July 11, and from July 11 
to Nov. 7.

On Nov. 7, Gowder 
received a continuance to 
Feb. 27, 2017, while Heaton 
got a Jan. 3, 2017, court date 
to appear in front of a North 
Carolina Superior Court 
Judge. 

The result of that Jan. 3 
appearance was a continuance 
for Heaton to a Feb. 27 
administrative session, the 
same day as Gowder, and 
the two will appear again for 
another administration session 
on June 26.

Heaton and Gowder 
were arrested in Union County 
on Feb. 4, 2016, Gowder for 
three counts of fraudulently 
o b t a i n i n g  a  c o n t r o l l e d 
substance,  one count of 
conspiracy; and Heaton for 
40 counts of unauthorized 
distribution and dispensation 
of controlled substances, one 
count of conspiracy.

Dr.  David Gowder, 
Mike’s brother, was also 

Mike Gowder Dr. James Heaton

arrested for 36 counts of 
fraudulently obtaining a 
controlled substance and 
seven counts of unauthorized 
distribution and dispensation 
of controlled substances. 
Three other Gowder family 
members were arrested in 
connection with the incidents 
in question.

When asked  about 
these cases in Union County, 
which had not appeared by the 
January Term 2017 Indictments 
of the Union County Grand 
Jury, Enotah Judicial Circuit 
District Attorney Jeff Langley 
told the North Georgia News 
and Towns County Herald to 
check back after the second 
meeting of the January Term 
2017 Grand Jury, to be held 

in April.
T h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e 

investigation conducted by 
the Union County Sheriff’s 
Office dates to when Dr. David 
Gowder was arrested in Fannin 
County on April 1, 2015, up to 
and beyond the February 2016 
arrests of Gowder, four of his 
relatives and Dr. Heaton.

Agencies involved in the 
investigation at the time of the 
Union County arrests were the 
DEA Tactical Diversion Squad, 
the DEA Digital Forensics 
Lab, the Georgia Drugs and 
Narcotics Agency, the Union 
County Sheriff’s Office, and 
the Cherokee County NC 
Sheriff’s Office.

Blairsville Huddle House
29 Golf Course Road, Blairsville, GA

706-745-7095


